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^attburp  &oab, 


^ontppool,  #lon. 

October  1st,  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Welsh  Board  of  Health  have  requested  that 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  confine  their  Annual  Reports 
for  1939  to  essential  and  urgent  matters,  and  I beg  to 
submit  mine  in  this  form. 

Physical  Features. 

Items  under  this  heading  correspond  with  my 
report  for  1938. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS 

The  majority  of  workers  in  the  district  are  engaged 
in  strenuous  occupations. 

Unemployment  had  decreased  considerably  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  was  not  responsible  for  any  cause 
of  sickness  or  invalidity. 
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General  Statistics. 


Area  (acres) 

Population  (a)  For  calculation  of 
Birth  Rates 

(b)  For  calculation  of 
Death  Rates  or  the 
incidence  of  notifiable 
diseases 


40,930 


40,300 


15,907 


Number  of  Inhabited  Flouses  at  the 
end  of  1939  according  to  Rate 
Books 


10,723 

£158,436 


Rateable  Value 


Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ..  £568  0s.  2d. 


Infantile  Death  Rate  57'37  per  1,000  live  births 
Infectious  Diseases 
Death  Rate  ex-clud- 

ing  Tuberculosis  ...  01'07  per  1,000  population 
Pulmonary  Tubercu- 
losis Death  Rate  ...  00'41  per  1,000  population 
Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 
eases Death  Rate  ..  00  07  per  1,000  population 


The  total  number  of  births  returned  by  the 
Registrar  General  for  the  calculation  of  Birth  Rates  for 
1939  (known  in  Table  II  as  B.R.  ),  and  for  the 
calculations  of  Infant  and  Maternal  Mortalities  (known 
in  Table  1 1 as  “ I . M . etc.”),  was  as  follows 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate 


..  14'98  per  1,000  population 
..  1410  per  1.000  population 


Birth  Rate. 
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Male  Female 


Total 

Live  Births  ( B.R.  ) Male 

Legitimate  ...  587  319 

illegitimate  ...  17  6 

Totals  ...  601  325 


Total 

(“  I.M. 

Female  etc.”) 

268  593  325  268 

11  17  6 11 


279  610  331  279 


Birth  Rate  ...  14'98  per  1,000  population 

1 1 legitmate  Birth  Rate  28'li  per  1,000  live  births 


There  were  41  Still  Births  during  the  year,  (20 
males  and  21  females),  giving  a Still  Birth  Rate  of  6356 
per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births,  and  of  l'Ol  per  1,000 
population. 

Two  Still  Births  were  illegitimate,  (1  male  and  1 
female),  giving  an  illegitimate  Still  Birth  Rate  of  48'78 
per  1,000  Still  Births  and  of  3'10  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  Births. 

The  number  of  women  dying  in  consequence  of 
childbirth  : — 

From  puerperal  sepsis  (No.  29)  ...  0 

Giving  a death  rate  of  00'00  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

Births. 

From  other  puerperal  diseases  (No.  30)  ...  2 

Giving  a death  rate  of  3 07  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

Births. 


Total  deaths  under  headings  Nos  29  and  30  2 

Total  death  rate:— 307  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

Births, 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 


57'37 

59'02 

OO'OO 


5 


Death  Rate  (all  ages). 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the 
district,  after  corrections  for  inward  and  outward  transfers 
was  510  (297  males  and  213  females),  giving  a death  rate, 
adjusted  by  a comparability  factor  of  1T4,  of  14'10  per 
1,000  population,  comparable  with  a death  rate  for  the 
County  of  127,  and  for  England  and  Wales  of  12'1  per 
1,000  population. 


Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ...  1 0 1 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  0 0 0 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  ...  64  40  24 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age)  ...  2 2 0 


AGES  AT  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Under  1 week 
1 — 2 weeks 
2 _3  weeks 
3 — 4 weeks 


Total  Male  Female 

11  5 6 

3 2 1 

3 2 1 

1 1 0 


Total  under  one  month  18 


1—3  months  ...  9 

3 — 6 months  ...  5 

6—9  months  ...  1 

9 — 12  months  ...  2 


10 

6 

4 

0 

0 


8 

3 

1 

1 

2 


Total  under  one  year  35  20  15 


INFANTILE  DEATH  RATES 
(1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS)  COMPARED. 

Year  England  and  Wales  Monmouthshire  Pontypool 

1939  50  61‘2  57'37 
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TABLE  I. 


Birth  Rates, Death  Rates,  Analysisof  Mortality, 
Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  Notes  for  certain 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1939. 

(Piovisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Qu 


England  & Wales,  London, 
126  Great  Towns  and 
148  Smaller  Towns 
arterly  Returns) 


126  County 

148  Smaller 

London 

Admin- 

England 

and 

Boro’s  and 
Great 

(lesident 

Populations 

PONTYPOOL 
Rates,  Analysis,  etc. 

Wales 

including 

London 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931  Census 

County 

(compared) 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

Births  : 

Births  : 

Live 

15-0 

14-8 

156 

12-3 

Live 

14-98 

Still 

0-59 

0*59 

0-57 

0-44 

Still 

1-01 

Deaths . 

Deaths ; 

All  Causes 

12d 

12-0 

11-2 

11-9 

All  Causes 

14-10 

Typhoid  and 

Typhoid  and 

o-oo 

Paratyphoid  Fevers J 

O'OO 

o-oo 

o-oo 

0-00 

Paratyphoid  Fevers ) 

Small  Pox 

Small  Pox 

... 

Measles 

o-oi 

O'Ol 

001 

0-00 

Measles 

0-02 

Scarlet  Fever 

O'Ol 

o-oo 

o-oo 

0-00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-02 

Whooping  Cough 

0-03 

0-03 

0-02 

0-03 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

o-oo 

Diphtheria 

0-05 

0-05 

0-04 

0-02 

Diphtheria 

0-14 

Influenza 

0-21 

0-19 

0*20 

0-18 

Influenza 

0-29 

Notifications  : 

Notifications  . 

Smallpox 

O'OO 

... 

... 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

P89 

P96 

1-78 

1-53 

Scarlet  Fever 

1-31 

Diphtheria 

P14 

1 1-21 

1-16 

0-98 

Diphtheria 

1-17 

Enteric  Fever 

0'04 

0-03 

0-04 

0-03 

Enteric  Fever 

0-02 

Erysipelas 

0-34 

0-40 

0-31 

0-37 

Erysipelas 

0-24 

Pneumonia 

F02 

F21 

0-89 

0-99 

Pneumonia 

0-46 

Deaths  under  1 year 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1 year 

of  age 

50 

53 

40 

48 

of  age 

57-37 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

Death  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under 

and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

4-6 

6‘3 

3*0 

8-2 

2 years  of  age 

3-27 

Maternal 
Mortality  : 

Maternal 
Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Others 

Total 

0-77 

Not 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

O'OO 

2"16 

2-93, 

Available 

Others 

Total 

3-27 

3-27 

Rat 

es  per  1,000  Total  Births 

Rates  per  1.000  Total  Births 

Maternal 
Mortality  : 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others 
Total 

U.e.  Live  and  Still) 

(i.e.  Live  and  Still) 

0-74) 
2‘08 
2-82  1 

Not 

Available 

Maternal 
Mortality  : 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others 
Total 

o-oo 

3-07 
3 07 

Notifications  ; 

Puerperal  P'ever  ) 

14'35 

J 3-31 
I 14-22 

Notifications  : 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  | 

17-26 

12-99 

Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

o-oo 

7’68 
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Table  II.  Causes  of  Death  in  Pontvpool  Urhan  District.  1939 


CAUSES  OF  PEA  1 H Males  Females 


All  Causes 

297 

213 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2 

Measles  ... 

1 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

4 

Whooping  cough 

5 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

6 

Influenza 

8 

4 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica... 

2 

4 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

3 

9 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

10 

7 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

2 

1 

1 1 

Syphilis  ... 

• • • 

12 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane,  etc. 

1 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

40 

24 

14 

Diabetes... 

5 

7 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

15 

20 

16 

Heart  disease 

75 

51 

17 

Aneurysm 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

20 

8 

19 

Bronchitis 

9 

7 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

17 

8 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

7 

2 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

1 

23 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

2 

24 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

26 

Other  diseases  of  Liver  ... 

1 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

6 

6 

28 

Nephritis  (acute  and  chronic) 

5 

2 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

30 

Other  puerperal  diseases 

. . . 

2 

31 

Congen.  debility,  premature  birth,  etc. 

13 

10 

32 

Senility  ... 

9 

15 

33 

Suicide  ... 

1 

2 

34 

Other  Violence 

15 

4 

35 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

25 

21 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 
Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

Special  Causes  (inc.  in  No.  35) —Smallpox  ... 

Poliomyelitis  ... 
Polioencephalitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  1 Situate 

20 

20 

15 

15 

under  I year  | m ilimate 

M 

F 

M 

* 

I.M 

etc. 

B.R. 

| Total 

331 

279 

325 

279 

Live  Births  J-  Legitimate 

325 

268 

319 

268 

) Illegitimate 

6 

11 

6 

11 

M 

F 

] Total 

20 

21 

Stillbirths  t Legitimate 

19 

20 

) Illegitimate 

1 

I 

RESIDENT  POPULATION  - "(a)  40,300  "(b)  40,930 

Comparability  Factor  ...  ...  1*14 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

These  were  similar  to  my  report  for  1938,  with  one 
exception— Dr.  A.  Carveth  Johnson,  a Tuberculosis 
Physician  from  the  King  Edward  VII  Welsh  National 
Memorial  Association,  visits  the  Park  Buildings, 
Pontypool,  on  Tuesday  only  of  each  week. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

As  stated  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1938.  Several 
items  under  this  heading  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  Reports,  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

This  is  reported  on  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  their  Reports. 


HOUSING. 

This  is  also  reported  on  by  the  Sanitary  I nspectors 
in  their  Reports. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Items  under  this  heading  are  as  reported  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1938. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  reported  on  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  year,  in  their  Reports. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

No  alarming  disclosures  under  any  of  the  headings 
set  out  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1938.  and  no  alteration 
from  the  information  stated  therein. 


The  location  of  deaths  from  cancer,  set  out  in 
groups,  was  as  follows  : — 


age 
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TABLE  III. 


15 

to 

25 

25 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

55 

55 

to 

65 

65 

to 

75 

75 

and 

over 

Total 

all 

ages 

Stomach  and 
Intestines 

i 

... 

3 

5 

8 

3 

20 

Head  and  Neck 

i 

2 

5 

4 

3 

15 

Liver  and  Gall 
Bladder 

i 

... 

1 

2 

2 

1 

7 

Breast 

... 

i 

2 

2 

... 

1 

... 

h 

Uterus  & Ovary 

... 

... 

3 

1 

1 

... 

5 

Rectum 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Prostate  and 
Bladder 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Lung 

... 

... 

... 

! ■" 

2 

1 

... 

3 

Total 

2 

2 

5 

10 

17 

19 

9 

64 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under 
Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the 
prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 
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TABLE  IV. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  ARRANGED  IN  AGE  GR 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Forty  seven  (26  males  and  21  females)  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  20  (14  males  and  6 females) 
of  the  other  forms  of  the  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year. 


There  were  17  (10  males  and  7 females)  deaths 
from  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease,  and  3 (2  males 
and  l female)  of  the  non-pulmonary  form. 

The  King  Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association  have  an  Institute  at  the  Park  Buildings, 
Pontypool,  where  Dr  A.  Carveth  Johnson  attended  on 
Tuesday  of  each  week,  to  see  new  cases  referred  by  the 
Medical  Practitioners  for  examination,  and  old  cases  still 
requiring  supervision  or  treatment.  Visits  were  also  made 
by  Dr.  Johnson  to  the  homes  of  people  too  ill  to  attend 
the  Institute. 

No  action  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  became  necessary. 

No  cases  of  tuberculosis  among  employees 
engaged  in  the  milk  trade  came  under  my  observation, 
therefore  no  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  became  necessary. 

All  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  had 
been  previously  notified, 
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TABLE  VI. 

Particulars  of  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Deaths 
from  the  Disease  during  1939. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Pulrr 

lonary 

N< 

Pulrr 

Dn- 

ionary 

Pulrr 

lonary 

N 

Pulrr 

on- 

lonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1-5 

0 

1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

5-15 

3 

2 

8 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

15-25 

10 

9 

0 

3 

2 

3 

0 

1 

25  -35 

4 

5 

1 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

35-45 

6 

4 

1 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

45  55 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55  - 65 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  and 
upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

26 

21 

14 

6 

10 

7 

2 

1 

Recommendations. 

As  stated  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1938. 


I am, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

THOMAS  McALLEN. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
FOR  PANTEG  PARISH,  1939 


Council  Offices, 

iPontjnnoel, 

$ontppool,  itlon. 


July > 1 94°- 


To  Dr.  McAllen,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


Sir, 

$ ley  to  submit 

hereunder 

particulars  to  he 

incorporated  in  ijour  ^Annual  Report 

jor  the 

year  1939 , 

in  respect  to  the  fantecj 
lirlan  " District . 

Section 

oj  the 

Pont  ij pool 

I 


HOUSING. 


Repairs  and  Improvements  to  houses  proceeded 
normally  until  September  when  War  broke  out,  but  only 
small  and  essential  repairs  were  carried  out  from  then  until 
the  end  of  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Inspection  of  Farms  and  Dairies. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  methods  of  milk 
production  and  distribution  were  kept  under  observation 
throughout  the  year,  and  requests  were  made  for  the 
undernamed  matters  to  be  attended  to. 

Cowsheds. 

General  cleanliness  and  limewashing  ...  3 

Dirty  Milking  Stools  •••  6 

Udders  of  cows  not  cleansed  prior  to  milking  1 
Failure  to  discard  first  milk  ••  1 

To  remove  accumulations  of  manure  from 

proximity  to  cowsheds  or  dairies  ...  4 

Neglect  to  wash  floors  •••  6 

Improvements  Effected. 

All  the  above  named  matters  were  remedied  following 
my  requests,  but  in  some  cases  milking  stools  were 
soon  neglected  and  became  dirty  again. 
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Cowshed  at  Wern  Farm. 

A new  concrete  floor  and  new  feeding  troughs,  iron 
stall  divisions,  better  natural  lighting,  and  a well  paved 
forecourt  with  sanitary  pipe  drainage  were  provided 
at  the  cowshed  at  Wern  Farm. 

Cowshed  at  No.  7 Small  Holdings,  The  Sluvad. 

The  whole  of  the  approach  yard  to  this  cowshed  was 
paved  in  concrete. 

Registration. 

One  farmer  was  found  producing  and  retailing  milk 
without  being  registered.  Upon  being  notified  of  his 
neglect,  he  applied  for  registration  and  was  entered 
upon  the  Register. 


Examination  of  Milk  Samples  for  Bacterial  Content. 

35  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  Bacteriological 
Examination  with  the  following  results  ; 

Satisfactory  ...  20 

No.  of  B.  Col i larger  than  permissible  ...  5 
Unsatisfactory  ...  8 

Very  unsatisfactory  ...  2 

In  those  cases  where  the  samples  were  other  than 
satisfactory,  the  premises  of  the  Retailers  and  Producers 
were  inspected  if  situate  within  my  district,  and  the 

methods  of  production  and  distribution  inquired  into  with 
the  object  of  making  the  supply  satisfactory.  If  the 
premises  were  outside  the  Pontypool  District  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  of  the  districts  concerned  were  notified  of  the 
results  of  the  samples. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


The  examination  of  meat  and  other  food  in  the 
Slaughterhouses,  Shops,  and  Stores,  resulted  in  the 
following  articles  being  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  they  were  surrendered  and  destroyed  : 


Beef,  20-lbs. 

Pork,  16  lbs. 

Offal,  184-lbs. 

Bacon.  154  lbs. 
Liver,  22-lbs. 

1 Bullock’s  head 
2 tins  of  Pears 

Pineapple 


13 

14 
1 
2 
1 

3 
1 
6 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

4 
3 
2 
3 
2 


Tomatoes 
Peas 
Soup 
Peaches 
Cream 

Corned  Beef 
Loganberries 
Plums 

Skimmed  Milk 
Full  Cream  Milk 
Apricots 
Fruit  Salad 
Damsons 
Grapefruit 
Red  Cherries 
Pilchards 
Salmon 
bottles  of  Fruit 

Beef  Stake  Sauce 

Margarine,  4-lb. 

Bananas,  14-doz. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Acting  as  Sampling  Officer  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  from  the  1st  October,  1939,  I took  the 
undernamed  samples  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst 
who  reported  as  follows  r 


1 sample  of  Full  Cream  Condensed  Milk,  Genuine 


3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Milk 

Flour 

Sugar 

Bread 

Vinegar 

Malt  Vinegar 


> 


One  other  sample  of  milk  was  deficient  in  Solids 
not  Fat  to  the  extent  of  10'94  parts  per  cent  The 
Analyst  stated  : 


“This  opinion  is  based  upon  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations  1939  and  the  limits  therein  named. 

Freezing  point  (Hortvet)  4‘482°  centigrade.  The 
freezing  point  shows  that  this  sample  contains  at  least  9 1 
parts  per  cent  of  added  water.  No  alterations  or  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  above  sample  so  as  to  affect  the 
analysis.” 


Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  this  case,  the 
Retail  Purveyor  was  ordered  to  pay  20/-  costs  by  the 
Justices. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

SAMPLES. 

The  County  Pathologist  reported  upon  Water 
Samples  taken  by  me  during  the  year  as  under: 

1.  Sample  of  Water  from  Well  serving  Messrs.  Baldwins 
Works  Ltd.,  Panteg. 
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RESULT — Chemically  and  Bacte riologically  this 
sample  of  water  is  satisfactory. 

2.  Sample  of  Water  from  No  2 Long  Row.  Race. 

RESULT — Chemically  and  Bacteriologically  this 
sample  of  water  is  satisfactory. 

3.  Sample  of  Water  from  Spring  Nr.  Lamb  Inn, 

Penyrhoel. 

RESULT — Bacteriologically  this  sample  of  water  is 
satisfactory.  Chemically  It  is  satisfactory 
although  free  and  saline  ammonia  figure 
is  slightly  raised. 

4.  Sample  of  Water  from  Well  Cottages,  The  Spring, 

Penyrhoel. 

R ESU  LT— Chemically  and  Bacteriologically  this 
sample  of  water  can  be  considered 
satisfactory. 

5 Sample  of  Water  from  the  Well  serving  Spring  Terrace, 

Cwrdy,  Griffithstown. 

RESU  LT— Chemically,  this  sample  of  water  is 
satisfactory.  Bacteriologically,  it  is  just 
satisfactory.  If  possible  the  standard 
should  be  improved. 

6.  No.  2 Long  Row,  Upper  Race. 

RESULT — Bacteriologically,  this  sample  of  water 
is  satisfactory. 

Since  this  sample  was  taken  the  Water  Company 
have  changed  the  supply  for  the  Upper  Race  Area  back  to 
the  Mountain  Level  Spring,  this  water  now  being  passed 
through  the  filter  recently  constructed. 
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7.  Sample  of  Water  from  the  Panteg  Swimming  Bath. 

RESU LT—  Bacteriological Iy  : — 

Blood-heat  organisms  200  per  m.l. 

B.Coli — Present  in  5'0  m.l.  Not  in 
l'O  m.l. 

B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes — Not  detected 
in  '50  m.l. 

REMARKS — Bacteriological ly,  this  result  is  poor 
for  a treated  water. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES 

The  following  Zymotic  Diseases  were  notified 
and  attended  to  in  the  portion  of  the  district  under  my 


administration. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  29 

Whooping  Cough  ...  29 

Diphtheria  ...  15 

Measles  ...  40 

Pneumonia  ...  6 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  l 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  ...  16 

Erysipelas  ...  1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  1 


SCHOOLS. 

Griffithstown  Council  School  (Mixed) 

The  work  of  replacing  the  insanitary  W.C’s  and 
Urinal  at  Griffithstown  Council  School  with  two  new 
blocks  of  conveniences  situate  at  ground  level  was  carried 
out.  The  new  blocks  consist  of  six  W.C’s  for  the  Girls 
School  and  six  W.C’s  and  Urinal  for  the  Boys. 
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Griffithstown  Infants  School. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  here  was  found  to 
be  unsatisfactory  and  the  Education  Authority  was 
approached  to  have  It  improved. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

One  requisition  was  made  under  the  Shops  Act, 
1934  for  heating  arrangements  to  be  provided  in  a Shop. 

Following  the  service  of  other  Notices  the 
undernamed  matters  were  affected. 

(a)  Proper  facilities  provided  for  washing  in  one  case. 

(b)  Heating  apparatus  provided  in  two  cases. 

(c)  W.C’s  repaired  in  two  cases. 

RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

Attention  was  directed  to  the  destruction  of  rats 
by  baiting  at  the  following  places. 

House  at  Hazlewood,  The  Highway,  Pontypool  Road, 

No.  16  Maesderwen  Road,  Pontymoel 

The  premises  of  the  Pontypool  Foundry  and 

Engineering  Co. 

The  Council’s  Refuse  Tips  and  Sewer  Outfalls. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

11  houses  were  dealt  with  by  means  of  Cimex 
Sulphur  Candles  and  the  use  of  various  Insecticides,  etc. 


I am, 

Yours  obediently, 
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E.  J . HEAD, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
FOR  PONTYPOOL  AND  PART 
OF  ABERSYCHAN  PARISHES,  i9}9. 


department, 

^ontpmoile. 


To  Dr.  McAllen,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Hanbury  Road,  Pontypool. 


Sir , 

S'  have  pleasure  in  submitting  you  mij  cAnnual  ^Report 
on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  oj  the  Pontypool  and 
° Wainfelin  Districts  of  the  Tonlypool  ‘ Urban  eArea  in 

Officers 

Peyubations  1926,  for  the  year  endiny  December  31st,  1939. 


accordance  with  the  reyuirements  of  the  Sanitary 


l 


NOTICES  SERVED. 


Informal  Notices  served 

...  113 

Statutory  Notices  served 

...  65 

Complaints  received 

...  212 

Nuisances  abated 

...  101 

HOUSING. 


Number  of  houses  inspected 

...  333 

Houses  found  fit 

...  210 

Houses  capable  of  repair 

...  118 

Houses  recommended  closing 

5 

DRAINS. 

New  drains  constructed 

14 

Repaired 

...  92 

Unstopped  and  cleansed 

...  103 

Old  drains  abolished 

18 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

New  Closets 

...  27 

Abolished 

...  43 

Repaired 

...  67 

Cleansed 

33 

New  Flushing  Tanks 

...  52 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Number  of  inspections 
Nuisances  abated 


2 


FACTORIES  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Nuisances  abated 


27 


Sanitary  Accommodation — 

I nsutficient 

Unsuitable  and  defective 


10 

17 


BAKEHOUSES. 


I nspections 

Informal  notices  served 

Limewashing 

Closet  Accommodation 


59 

16 

7 
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SCHOOLS 

I nspection  of  all  Schools  was  carried  out  respecting 
the  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply. 

The  attention  of  the  Authority  was  called  to  the 
Sanitary  Defects  at  the  Catholic  School  at  George  St. 
Considerable  work  was  carried  out  and  a general 
improvement  made. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

Regular  inspection  of  shops  and  offices  was 
carried  out. 

Particular  attention  was  given  to  matters 
affecting  the  Health  and  Comfort  of  employees,  such  as 
sanitary  accommodation,  lighting,  warming  and  ventilation. 

Number  of  washing  facilities  provided...  5 
Want  of  cleanliness  2. l 

Defective  closet  accommodation  ...  15 

Covered  bin  for  refuse  provided  ...  i« 


3 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 
FOOD  SUPPLY. 

MILK. 

Special  Designation  Order,  1936  and  1938. 

Pasteurised  Milk  Producers  ...  2 

24  samples  of  milk  taken  and  reported  upon  by  the 
County  Pathologist  as  follows: 

The  phosphatase  tests  carried  out  on  these  samples 
of  milk  yield  consistency  with  the  proper  pasteurisation 
of  milk. 

Bacteriological  Quality  of  milk  supplied  for 
Pasteurisation. 

With  a view  to  ascertaining  the  bacterial  purity  of 
untreated  milk  supplied  from  various  farms  in  the  county 
prior  to  pasteurisation, 

59  samples  were  taken, 

5 samples  reported  satisfactory, 

54  unsatisfactory. 

The  whole  of  the  milk  supplied  to  the  dairies  was 
from  farms  outside  this  area. 

The  attention  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
of  the  supplying  areas  was  called  to  this  serious  matter  and 
they  were  asked  for  their  assistance  in  maintaining  a 
pure  milk  supply. 

The  slackening  of  effort  by  the  producers  of  milk 
In  maintaining  clean  methods  in  the  production  and 
handling  of  milk  cannot  be  compensated  for  by  Pasteuris- 
ation. Bad  milk  cannot  be  make  good  by  Pasteurisation. 

Guinea  Pig  irinoculation  revealed  Tuberculosis 
in  certain  milks  which  were  ultimately  dealt  with  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
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FARMS. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 


Improved  cleanliness 
Limewashing 
Manure  nuisances 
Repairs,  roofs,  floors 
Drainage  improved 


10 

3 

5 

2 

2 


UNSOUND  FOODSTUFFS  SURRENDERED 
AND  DESTROYED. 


RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

Rai  baits  were  laid  on  all  the  refuse  disposal 
sites  and  lands  owned  by  the  Council. 

Notices  to  abate  nuisances  from  rat  infection  were 
served  on  26  occupiers,  and  extensive  works  of  rat  proofing 
certain  business  premises  were  carried  out. 


Fish 

Tinned  Fruits 

Tinned  Vegetables 

Bottled  Foods 

Cooked  Meat 

Offals 

Fruit 

Eggs 

Rabbits 

Biscuits 

Butter 

Cheese 

Jam 

Baked  Beans 

Salmon 

Tongue 


12  tins 
65-lbs. 
18-lbs. 
62  jars 
24  tins 
157  tins 
43  tins 


79-lbs. 
576  tins 
394  tins 
179  bots 
36-lbs. 
805-lbs. 
114-lbs. 
6 doz. 
18 
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ERADICATION  OF  THE  BED  BUG. 

Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  34 
Council  Houses  disinfested  ...  34 

Other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  19 

Other  houses  disinfested  ...  19 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

113  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  in 
my  district  during  the  year.  The  houses  were  visited  and 
disinfection  carried  out  in  the  usual  manner. 


I beg  to  remain, 


Sir. 


Yours  obediently, 


0.  J.  R-  PRUDEN 
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Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S 
REPORT  FOR  ABERSYCHAN 
PARISH,  1939. 


public  ^ealtfj  department, 

Co -operative  PuiUung*, 

^igf)  Street,  gberspcfjan. 

2 2 fid  April , 194.0. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


Chairman,  £adies  and  Gentlemen, 

Befow  is  my  'Report  jor  the  work  carried  out  in 
tie  Mersyclan  6 District  for  the  year  endiny  £>ec.  1939. 
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NOTICES  SERVED. 


Informal  Notices 

...  84 

Statutory  Notices 

...  52 

Inspections  made 

...  389 

DEFECTS  IN  DWELLING 

HOUSES. 

Houses  repaired  externally 

...  364 

Houses  repaired  internally 

...  197 

DRAINAGE. 


Drains  tested  and  examined  ...  9 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  6 

Drains  connected  to  sewer  ...  4 

New  drains  provided  ...  4 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  42 

Defective  W.C’s  put  in  order  ••  20 


Defective  flushing  tanks  repaired  or  renewed  87 
New  tanks  supplied  for  W.C’s  ...  8 

New  pans  supplied  for  W C’s  ...  11 

Dilapidated  W.C’s  repaired  ...  31 

OTHER  NUISANCES. 

Accumulations  of  refuse  and  manure  removed  4 


TENTS,  VANS,  AND  SHEDS. 

One  Van  was  vacated  and  removed,  and  one  made 
the  subject  of  a closing  order. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND 

HOMEWORK. 


I —InsDection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces, 
including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 

or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances 

Number  ot 
Written  Occupiers 

„ . Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

Premises  r 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries)  ••• 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 
Laundries) 

Workplaces  (other  than  outworkers 
premises  included  in  Part  3 of 
this  Report) 


12 

22 

14 


Total 


48 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
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TOTAL 


CINEMAS. 

Number  in  the  District  ...  2 

Inspections  made  ...  g 

Notices  served  ...  

Notices  complied  with  ...  

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
(including  Tuberculosis)  notified  ...  130 

Number  of  houses  in  which  Infectious 
Disease  occurred  ...  124 

Number  of  patients  (including  Tuberculosis) 
removed  to  Hospital  ...  25 

N umber  of  houses  disinfected  after  I nfectious 
Disease  ...  124 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  FOODS. 

One  cow  carcase,  with  organs  was,  surrendered 
and  destroyed  on  account  of  generalised  tuberculosis. 

77  Notices  of  “Intending  Slaughter”  were 
received  and  dealt  with  under  “ Occasional  Slaughter.” 

A summery  of  Meat  and  Food  destroyed  on 
account  of  being  diseased,  unsound,  or  unfit  for  human 
consumption  is  set  out  below : 


Fish 

20-lbs. 

Meat 

...  730-lbs. 

Bottled  and  Tinned  Foods 

...  320-lbs. 

Bacon 

8-lbs. 

Offal,  etc. 

...  720-lbs. 

Cooked  Meats 

...  72  lbs. 

Fruit 

...  18-lbs. 

M iscellaneous 

..  200-lbs. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


C lattle 
excluding 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

932 

73 

198 

6732 

1473 

Number  inspected 

810 

73 

190 

6142 

1357 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

135 

46 

Nil 

530 

72 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B.  ••• 

1 6'6 

6 3 0 0 

8'6 

5'3 

Tuberculosis  only 

1 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemed  ... 

18 

| 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

f ercentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

2*2 

i 

6'8 

— 

— 

'61 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

25  samples  of  Milk  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratories  for  Bacteriological  Examination  and  detection 
of  T ubercule  Bacili. 

8 samples  were  unsatisfactory  owing  to  rapid 
decolourisation  and  presence  of  B.Coli.  The  retailers 
were  warned  and  subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Four  samples  from  schools  were  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  yielded  positive  results  on  Guinea 
Pig  inoculation,  and  two  cows  were  surrendered  for 
slaughter. 

Farms,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  were 
regularly  inspected  and  were  satisfactory  from  a cleanliness 
standpoint,  and  utensiles  kept  in  a cleanly  state. 

N umber  of  Farms  in  District  ...  14 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  32 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Except  for  outlying  districts  the  domestic  supply 
was  taken  from  the  mains  of  the  Pontypool  Water 
Company,  and  four  samples  taken  from  Springs  and  Wells 
at  British  and  Varteg  proved  satisfactory  on  analysis. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


The  administration  of  this  Act  was  taken  over  by 


the  Authority  on  October  1st,  1939,  and  the  following 
samples  were  taken  for  analysis  up  to  December  31st. 


Samples 

Margarine 
Condensed  Milk 
Separated  Milk 
Currants 
Baking  Powder 
Aspirin  Tablets 
Sauce 
Flour 
Raw  Milk 


No.  taken 
2 
2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Result  of  analysis 

Genuine 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do 

do. 

do, 
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The  ten  samples  of  Food  submitted  were  found 
to  be  free  from  adulteration  and  in  compliance  with  the 
'required  standard. 

The  four  samples  of  milk  were  good,  the  average 
composition  being : — 

Fat  Solids  not  Fat  Total  Solids 

372%  8'82%  12-55% 

a good  standard  of  milk  Supply. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  War,  work  under  the 
above  Act  has  been  restricted.  During  the  year  19  families 
were  removed  from  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and 
Individual  Unfit  Houses  to  new  Council  Houses.  The 
household  effects  were  treated  by  the  Cimex  process. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

In  four  instances  this  pest  was  eradicated 
by  spraying  with  Insecticides  (Vermoose)  and  using 
Cimex  Gas. 

Other  insect  pests  such  as  ants  and  beetles  were 
destroyed  by  Cimex  Powder  and  Liquid  Insecticides. 

No  reports  of  reinfestation  have  been  received 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

During  the  year  the  Inspection  of  Shops  was 
systematically  carried  out,  and  it  was  pleasing  to  note  that 

conformity  to  the  requirements  of  the  Shops  Act  both  as 

regards  comfort  and  health  of  the  Assistants  was 
observed.  The  majority  of  these  were  ‘one  man  businesses’ 
no  Assistants  being  employed. 
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The  Shops  in  the  District  are  classified  as  under 


Grocers 

26 

No.  of  Inspections 

30 

Greengrocers 

.. 

14 

28 

Butchers 

. . 

12 

30 

General  Stores 

. . 

35 

50 

Chemists 

. 

3 

3 

Papershops 

•• 

10 

10 

All  the  offices  in  the  D 

strict  were  inspected. 

RAT  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

Rat  baits  were  laid  at  all  the  Ash  Dumps 
and  Depots  belonging  to  the  Council,  and  the  Rat 
population  kept  down  by  this  means. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  G.  MEEK, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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